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succeeded in creating a large, steady and growing de-
mand for their output, not only in Europe but also in
Australia.
Cotton lias been produced during the past twenty years
in the regions about Smyrna and in Mesopotamia, but
of late on a larger scale in the Adana Plain. In 1904 the
total production in the latter region amounted to 42,000
bales of 200 kilos each, although the cotton was of a
decidedly inferior grade. Under the encouragement of
a German syndicate operating in that district, the pro-
duction increased so that In the year 1907 it amounted to
65,000 bales, and in 1913 it amounted to 105,000 bales.
Two interesting and suggestive aspects of the develop-
ment were: first, that the area under cotton culture had
not been materially increased but the yield per acre had
been advanced from 75 to 95 pounds; second, that while
the quantity had been more than doubled, there had been
even a more marked advance in the improvement of the
quality.
The mulberry grows well in several districts. Silk cul-
ture has been most successfully carried on in Syria and
in the vicinity of Brusa. The development of this indus-
try reflects the possibilities of improvement which char-
acterize almost every line of agricultural production.
Formerly silk growing was carried on in a haphazard
manner characteristic of Oriental industry. After the
tithes from silk products were placed at the disposal of
the Ottoman Public Debt Administration, this organiza-
tion took steps to increase the value of the yield. By a
campaign of education and enlightenment among the
producers, by assuring them of a steady market and by
protecting them against exploitation on the part of the
government and foreign buyers, they caused silk produc-
tion to advance in the most phenomenal manner.
Opium is cultivated in the hinterland of Smyrna, near
Afiun Qarahisar, but also in Konia and Brusa. Most

